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1. Scripture Hop – Show picture of John the Baptist on page 3 below. Ask what they remember about him and
review who he was. Explain that many years after he baptized Jesus, he came to Joseph Smith and Oliver
Cowdery and gave them the Aaronic priesthood (on May 15, 1829). Show picture on page 4 below and point out
which one is John the Baptist. Today’s scripture has the words he said to them. Follow instructions on pages 5
and 6 below for a scripture hop for Joseph Smith – History 1:69. This scripture’s kind of long and we shortened it
a little, but if you need to shorten it even more, you can just do the first page of it.
 Also, I’ve never really thought much about how the Aaronic priesthood can make the ministering of
angels possible before I got into this lesson, but if you want to go deeper into studying these things, “The
Aaronic Priesthood and the Sacrament” talk by Elder Dallin H. Oaks has some great explanations of how
the ministering of angels and repentance are available to all who live worthily because of the Aaronic
priesthood ordinances of baptism and the sacrament.
2. Singing Time – This song talks about something really cool that had been lost from people on the earth for a
while, and then it was brought back (restored) to us! Let them guess what they think it might be. Then watch
this singing time video. This video starts kind of silly, but the second thing it mentions in the newspaper they’re
reading is a really big deal! After the video, talk about how exciting it is that we have the priesthood on earth
again.
3. Stories- Read/discuss “A Visit from John the Baptist” story from The Friend and/or “Joseph and Oliver are Given
the Priesthood.”
4. The Priesthood is the Power of God Key Activity – Our kids are obsessed with keys, so we’ll probably give them a
few minutes to play around with opening different things with keys we have at our house (doors, cars, etc.). Talk
about how keys open things up for us. Remind them that the priesthood is the power of God, and review the
things on the second page of the scripture hop that are possible because of the Aaronic priesthood. Our kids are
pretty young, so we probably won’t focus too much on the different types of priesthood, but if you have older
kids, feel free to get deeper with this. We’ll mostly just explain that the priesthood they got on this day makes it
so we can be baptized, take the sacrament, and be watched over and helped in our lives.
 Practice saying, “The priesthood is the power of God” a few times. Talk about what that means.
 Key Activity: There are 2 options for this. If you want a simpler, flat lock/key, use page 7. If you want to
make a 3D lock box, use page 8 and 9.
 Song: Let the kids hold the key/lock while marching to “The Priesthood is Restored” song. It’s a pretty
short song, so I’m guessing our kids will want to do it a few times.
 Page 7 of this lesson plan also has some keys with pictures of other things priesthood can be used for.
 This quote in the manual from Sister Carole M. Stephens would be great to discuss with this as well:
“Priesthood ordinances and covenants provide access to the fullness of the blessings promised to us by
God, which are made possible by the Savior’s Atonement. They arm sons and daughters of God with
power, God’s power, and provide us with the opportunity to receive eternal life.”

5. Baptism – Many blessings come to us because of the priesthood. What did Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery do
after they got the priesthood? Show picture on page 10 below while reading Joseph Smith – History 1:70-71.
Watch “Restoration of the Aaronic Priesthood,” and talk about how they must have felt after getting baptized.
Share stories of how older family members have felt when they’ve been baptized and/or watched others getting
baptized.
 Read “Wrapped Up in Love” story from The Friend magazine and share testimonies of baptism.
6. Stuffed Animal Baptism Practice – Review what we know about baptism. Get some dolls/stuffed animals and a
plastic bin to represent a baptism font. Let the kids practice doing pretend baptisms with them. Our kids also
love having Dad hold them and doing practice baptisms with them.
 Have them draw a picture of themselves being baptized and remind them of blessings that come if they
choose to do so.
7. Treat – Make blue Jell-O to represent water that we get baptized in. Review what immersion means and how
we’ll be blessed for following the Savior’s example.

“Blessings of the Priesthood” video

“The Priesthood and The Savior’s Atoning Power” talk by Elder Dale G. Renlund
“How the Priesthood Works” rocket analogy video based on Elder Renlund’s talk
“Where Was the Aaronic Priesthood Restored?” 5 minute video
More Great Free Ideas at www.theredcrystal.org

Scripture Hop
(Joseph Smith – History 1:69)
Cut apart the following strips and spread them out far enough in a room so that the kids will need to hop from one strip
to another. Make sure to keep them in the correct order. Have them stand by the first one and help them say the top
line out loud. Explain what it means. Then have them jump to the next one and do the same thing until they’ve jumped
on each of them, said them out loud, and discussed them one at a time. Then have them start back at the beginning and
practice saying the phrases from this verse in order while hopping from strip to strip again. Try going a little faster each
time. Repeat as many times as wanted/needed. These can also be used as flash cards, taped onto the wall to practice
throughout the week, etc.

Upon you
my fellow servants
(Who serve the Lord like I do)

In the name of Messiah
(In the name of Jesus Christ)

I confer
(I give)

The Priesthood of Aaron
(The priesthood)

Which holds the keys
(which makes it possible)

Of the ministering of angels
(For angels to help us)

And of the gospel of repentance
(And for us to repent)

And of baptism by immersion
(And to be baptized in water)

For the remission of sins.
(To take away our sins)

What blessings does the priesthood unlock? On the lock, draw pictures of things we can do because the
Aaronic priesthood was restored. Cut out the keyhole and put the “Priesthood Power” key into it to represent
how the priesthood opens these blessings up to us. Hold the key and lock while marching to “The Priesthood is
Restored” song.

What blessings are open to us
because of the priesthood?

Assemble the lock box (leaving the lid unglued so it can open/shut). Inside of the box, put pictures of blessings available through the
Aaronic priesthood. Cut out the keyhole and put the “Priesthood Power” key into it. Let the kids role-play turning the key in the
keyhole, opening the locked box (by lifting the lid up), and seeing the blessings avaiable through the priesthood.

(open lid after
key is turned to
show how the
priesthood
opens up
blessings for us)

What blessings
are open to us
because of the
priesthood?

Lid

Place pictures inside the lock box to show blessings available to us through the Aaronic priesthood.

Sacrament

Baptism

Being Watched
Over and
Strengthened

Blank squares can be used to draw additional blessings, extend into a discussion on the Melchizedek
priesthood, write meaningful scripture references about the priesthood, draw pictures of ourselves being
blessed through the priesthood, etc.

