August 9-15

“

…

”

With school starting soon, we felt like this was what we needed to focus on the most with our kids for this
lesson. The manuals have lots of other great topics that could be taught with this section as well though.
1. Scripture Hop – Follow instructions on page 3 below for a scripture hop for D&C 88:118.
• Talk about books we’ve read that are awesome (bedtime stories, pop-up books, whatever else the kids
love). These books are really good because they bring happiness into our lives, and it’s great to read
them! What are the “best books” that you think D&C 88:118 is talking about? What kinds of books do
you think Heavenly Father would say are the best books that can help us learn?
• Does Heavenly Father want us to learn about the things the scriptures teach us? (Yes!) Does He also
want us to learn about things from other books, like the books we might study in school? (Yes!)
• Explain that learning and studying are important.
2. Heavenly Father Wants Me to Learn – Share/summarize/discuss this quote from the manual: “Education is an
important part of Heavenly Father’s plan to help you become more like Him. … The education you gain will be
valuable to you during mortality and in the life to come” (For the Strength of Youth, 9).
• Show a picture of a school (on page 4 below) and ask them to explain what a school is and what happens
there. Tell about the school Joseph Smith started. Show them pictures of a home, a church, and a
temple (on page 5 below), and ask them how these places are also like schools. (idea from manual)
3. Teach One Another Wheel Activity – D&C 88:118 says that we should “teach one another.” Tell them that for
this activity, we’re going to teach each other! They will click to spin a wheel, and whatever it lands on is what
they will teach everyone else about. There are three options for this:
• Home, Church, and School: This link has pictures of a home, church, and school. Let each person take a
turn clicking to spin the wheel. Then they will share something they’ve learned at home, church, or
school, depending on what the wheel lands on. For kids not in school yet, have them share something
they want to learn when they start school.
• Gospel Topics: If you want to focus on gospel topics, here is a wheel they could spin (teach everyone
else about something they know about the topic it lands on).
• School Subjects: Here is another wheel that just has super simple school subjects if you’d like to focus on
that as well.

*You could also write these subjects on pieces of paper and pull them out of a bag to choose.

4. Learning Picture – Have everyone draw a picture of a specific thing that they love to learn about. Tell everyone
about that and teach them what they know about it. They can either use a blank piece of paper or a copy of
page 6 below.
5. Friend Story – Choose one or more of the following stories from The Friend to help talk about learning:
• “A Lesson in Learning” story from The Friend about a first grader learning to take her time to do her best
on spelling instead of rushing
• Matt and Mandy story about learning from others instead of being jealous if they do something better
than you (1-minute video version found here)
• “The Write Choice” story from The Friend about learning to work hard to become better at reading and
writing
6. God Wants Me to be Close to Him/Seeking Learning by Faith – Read/discuss D&C 88:63: “Draw near unto me
and I will draw near unto you; seek me diligently and ye shall find me; ask, and ye shall receive; knock, and it
shall be opened unto you.” Explain that God wants to help us as we’re learning, and we can feel Him close to us,
even while we’re at school. What are some things we could ask God to help us with regarding school? (help us
learn well, help us make friends, help us to feel peace and comfort, help us to make right choices, etc.)
• Read D&C 88:118 again. How can we seek learning by faith? Whether we’re at home, school, or church,
Heavenly Father can help us feel and understand what is truth and what is not.
• Encourage school-age kids to remember Heavenly Father and Jesus as they go to school.
• Sing “Nearer My God to Thee.” Share testimonies of how Heavenly Father and Jesus can be close to us
wherever we are.
7. Skittle Game – Follow instructions on page 7 below. Talk about additional characteristic that will help us do well
as school starts (being honest, kind, not giving up, etc.).

Throughout the Week: page 8 below has some fun little “homework” tasks that could be done throughout the week to
help the home feel like a holy place. You could have them earn some kind of fun simple prize like a sucker or tootsie roll
for completing them.

More Great Free Ideas at www.theredcrystal.org
Family Home Evening Resource Book for Learning
“Listening With Our Hearts” 2-minute clip
Free Printable Pretend Play Classroom Set
Temple/Home Puzzle in the manual

Scripture Hop
(D&C 88:118)
Cut apart the following strips and spread them out far enough in a room so that the kids will need to hop from one strip to another. Make sure to
keep them in the correct order. Have them stand by the first one and help them say the top line out loud. Explain what it means. Then have them
jump to the next one and do the same thing until they’ve jumped on each of them, said them out loud, and discussed them one at a time. Then
have them start back at the beginning and practice saying the phrases from this verse in order while hopping from strip to strip again. Try going a
little faster each time. Repeat as many times as wanted/needed. These can also be used as flash cards, taped onto the wall to practice throughout
the week, etc.

Seek ye out of the best books
Words of Wisdom;
Seek Learning,
Even by study
And also by faith.
Note: The whole verse says, “And as all have not faith, seek ye diligently and teach one another words of wisdom; yea,
seek ye out of the best books words of wisdom; seek learning, even by study and also by faith.”

Back-To-School
Skittle Game
Take turns removing a Skittle out of a bag without looking.
Answer the question that corresponds with the color of the Skittle.

What’s one way I can be like a light to others while I’m at school?

How can Heavenly Father and Jesus help me while I am at school?

Why is it important to work hard with school work?

How can I be a good friend to others at school?

What am I most excited for this school year?

HOMEWORK!
Complete each of the following “homework tasks” to help make your home feel like a holy place. Color in the
square beneath each task as it is completed!

From the church website

